THE    MAKING     OF    FEDERAL    INDIA
the  Constitutional changes  would  not  involve any risks
in regard to the future position of the British power in
India.    They made it abundantly clear that the authority
of the Imperial Parliament in Indian affairs shall remain
unimpaired ; that, as the constitutional head, the Governor-
General shall be vested with the whole executive power of
the Federation and that his Ministers will be appointed only
to (< aid and advise him."    The Governor-General and the
Governors shall have statutory personal powers and special
responsibilities for safeguarding the essential functions of the
Government notwithstanding the changes to be effected in
its structure.    Even then they failed to satisfy that solid
core of opposition within the ranks of the Conservative Party!
But, if the Committee have shown over-caution in trans-
ferring political power to Indian Legislatures and reinforced
some of the safeguards, it should be admitted that the
weight   of   their   argument   and   their   recommendations
indicate an adequate recognition of Indian political aspira-
tions.   One  distinguishing feature of the Report is that
its authors do not lay stress on past pledges and commit-
ments1 but take cognisance of the growth and character
of Indian  public opinion which, they admit, is  " strong
enough to affect what has been for generations the main
strength   of   the   Government   of   India — its  instinctive
acceptance by the mass of the Indian people."   While,
in   their  judgment,  " it would  be a profound error for
Parliament to ignore " the forces that are operative in
Indian life to-day, they declare that  " a recognition of
Indian aspirations does not imply that responsible govern-
ment is an automatic device which can be manufactured
to specification."
In an introductory chapter the Committee enunciated
" the principles of a constitutional settlement>J and came
1 Commenting upon the passing of the Government of India Bill, The
Observer (London), August 4, 1935, used the following words : " Out of
regard for promises given in an epoch of unsettled emotions, the British
people have gone further than naked prudence and reason would have
prompted."

